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Knowing The Present Time 
Scripture – Rom 13:11-14 (NLT) 

11 This is all the more urgent, for you know how late it is; time is 

running out. Wake up, for our salvation is nearer now than when 

we first believed. 12 The night is almost gone; the day of 

salvation will soon be here. So remove your dark deeds like dirty 
clothes, and put on the shining armor of right living. 13 Because 

we belong to the day, we must live decent lives for all to see. 

Don’t participate in the darkness of wild parties and 

drunkenness, or in sexual promiscuity and immoral living, or in 
quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, clothe yourself with the 

presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. And don’t let yourself think 

about ways to indulge your evil desires. 

 

1. Wake up from spiritual apathy (vs 11-12a) 

a) 2 words for time: 

• Chronos – Physical 

• Kairos - Prophetic 

 

b) God’s wake up call 

c) Problem of spiritual slumber 

d) Watchfulness & discernment – Mark 13:32-37 (NLT) 

32 “However, no one knows the day or hour when these things 

will happen, not even the angels in heaven or the Son himself. 

Only the Father knows. 33 And since you don’t know when that 

time will come, be on guard! Stay alert! 34 “The coming of the 

Son of Man can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a 

long trip. When he left home, he gave each of his slaves 

instructions about the work they were to do, and he told the 

gatekeeper to watch for his return. 35 You, too, must keep 

watch! For you don’t know when the master of the household 

will return—in the evening, at midnight, before dawn, or at 

daybreak. 36 Don’t let him find you sleeping when he arrives 

without warning. 37 I say to you what I say to everyone: Watch 

for him!” 

 



Andrew Foo 12/28/2008  

 

2. Clean up from sin (vs 12b – 13) 

12 The night is almost gone; the day of salvation will soon be 

here. So remove your dark deeds like dirty clothes, and put on 

the shining armor of right living. 13 Because we belong to the 

day, we must live decent lives for all to see. Don’t participate in 

the darkness of wild parties and drunkenness, or in sexual 

promiscuity and immoral living, or in quarreling and jealousy. 

 

a) Don’t take sin lightly – 1 John 3:2-6; 8-9 (Amplified) 

2 Beloved, we are [even here and] now God's children; it is not 

yet disclosed (made clear) what we shall be [hereafter], but we 

know that when He comes and is manifested, we shall [as God's 

children] resemble and be like Him, for we shall see Him just as 

He [really] is.  

3 And everyone who has this hope [resting] on Him cleanses 

(purifies) himself just as He is pure (chaste, undefiled, guiltless).  
4 Everyone who commits (practices) sin is guilty of lawlessness; 

for [that is what] sin is, lawlessness (the breaking, violating of 

God's law by transgression or neglect--being unrestrained and 

unregulated by His commands and His will).  

5 You know that He appeared in visible form and became Man 

to take away [upon Himself] sins, and in Him there is no sin 

[essentially and forever].  
6 No one who abides in Him [who lives and remains in 

communion with and in obedience to Him--deliberately, 

knowingly, and habitually] commits (practices) sin. No one who 

[habitually] sins has either seen or known Him [recognized, 

perceived, or understood Him, or has had an experiential 

acquaintance with Him]. 

 

8 [But] he who commits sin [who practices evildoing] is of the 

devil [takes his character from the evil one], for the devil has 

sinned (violated the divine law) from the beginning. The reason 

the Son of God was made manifest (visible) was to undo 

(destroy, loosen, and dissolve) the works the devil [has done].  

 9 No one born (begotten) of God [deliberately, knowingly, and 

habitually] practices sin, for God's nature abides in him [His 
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principle of life, the divine sperm, remains permanently within 

him]; and he cannot practice sinning because he is born 

(begotten) of God. 

 

 

 

b) 3 kinds of sin: 

• Party 

• Private 

• Personality 

c) Our personal responsibility 

 

 

3. Dress up for service (v14) 

a) What does it mean to be clothed with Jesus? 

• Col 3:12-15 (TNIV) 

12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly 

loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each 

other and forgive one another if any of you has a 

grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave 

you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds 

them all together in perfect unity. 15 Let the peace of 

Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body 

you were called to peace. And be thankful. 

 

 

• Rev 19:7-8 (TNIV) 

7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the 

wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made 

herself ready.  
8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear."  

(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of God's people.) 

 

 


