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ROLC Small Group Discussion – 24 February 2008  

Topic – The Power Of God’s Love  

1. What is one key truth we learn from 1 John 4:19 (NKJV)?  

“We love Him because He first loved us.” 

 
The motiva tion and founda tion of true d isc ip leship is knowing and 
experiencing God’s love 

 

A disc ip le is one who’s respond ing to God ’s loving initia tive by loving and 
following Him. 

 

The Christian life without the rea lity of God ’s love is a useless, powerless and 
religious exercise. We must first experience and receive God’s love, then we 
can love God and others.  

2. a) There are 4 Greek words for ‘Love’: 

 

Eros  - Physical, sexual, romantic love

  

Storgeo - Natural family affection

  

Phileo - Friendship, brotherly love

  

Agape - God’s kind of love which is totally self-giving and 

 

unconditional

   

b) What do you think is the difference between agape love and the other    
3 kinds of love? 

 

Agape love is superna tura l and c omes only from God , whereas the other 
kinds of love are basically natural. 

 

Agape love is unc ond itiona l, whereas the rest may be c ond itiona l and 
limited in their expression. 

God ’s uncond itiona l love is inc lusive and ava ilab le to a ll who believe. But 
those who refuse to repent won’ t be ab le to experienc e and enjoy His 
love. God loves the sinner but hates the sin. 

 

Agape love is tota lly selfless, whereas the rest c an be selfish, d emand ing 
or even manipulative. 

 

God’s love doesn’t sloppily winks at sin; it’s “tough” love that empowers us 
to change.  

3. What are some benefits/blessings of God’s love? 

a) Security and self-worth

 

 Read Eph 3:17-18 (Amplified Version) 

“ 17 May Christ through your faith [actually] dwell (settle down, abide, 
make His permanent home) in your hearts! May you be rooted deep in 
love and founded securely on love, 18 That you may have the power and 
be strong to apprehend and grasp with all the saints [God's devoted 
people, the experience of that love] what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth [of it];” 
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i. (V 17) How can Jesus really settle down, abide and make His permanent 

home in our hearts? 

 
Firstly, we must a llow Jesus to up root from us a ll the wrong roots in our 
lives – rejection, fears, rebellion, pride, insecurities, suspicions, etc. 

 
Sec ond ly, we invite Him to estab lish and ground us sec urely in His love 
and it’s done through faith. 

ii. (V18) How can we apprehend and understand the reality of God’s love? 

 
Only through the revelation of the Holy Spirit. 

 

“ Revela tion” means – The unveiling of one’ s sp iritua l eyes to enab le us 
to see things which were closed to us before. 

iii. (V18) Why is “power and strength” needed? 

 

Implies effort and d isc ip line whic h must be exerc ised on our pa rt, if we 
want to rec eive revela tion. As in Rom 12:1-2, we must c ommit our lives 
to Christ Lordship.  

b) Strengthens faith and confidence

 

– Gal 5:6 (Amplified) 

“ For [if we a re] in Christ Jesus, neither c irc umc ision nor unc irc umc ision c ounts 
for anything, but only fa ith ac tiva ted and energ ized and expressed and 
working through love.” 

i. What is the connection between faith and love? 

 

Faith is activated, energized and works through love. 

 

Faith is c onfidenc e in God ’s love for us and His ab ility to meet our 
needs. 

 

Faith is resting in God and His faithfulness to fulfill His Word.  

ii. How do we approach God? Heb 4:16 (Amplified) 

“ Let us then fea rlessly and c onfidently and bold ly d raw near to the throne 
of g rac e (the throne of God 's unmerited favor to us sinners), tha t we may 
rec eive merc y [for our fa ilures] and find grac e to help in good time for 
every need [appropria te help and well-timed help , c oming just when we 
need it].” 

 

Come fearlessly, confidently and boldly  

iii. What hinders us from approaching God confidently? 

 

Sin-c onsc iousness, sense of unworthiness, c ondemnation, guilt and 
shame 

 

Doubts and fears 

 

Feeling that we aren’t good or holy enough 

 

Unsure of His willingness to hear us or to help us 

 

Ignorance of God’s Word 

 

Wrong perception of Father God 

 

Sense of rejection 
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4. Look at Rom 5:5 (NLT) and answer the following questions: 

“ And this hope will not lead to d isappointment. For we know how dearly God 
loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love.” 

a) How can we overcome disappointment? 

 
When we know solid ly in our hea rts tha t our God rea lly loves and c a res for 
us and whatever p rob lems we may be fac ing , He hasn’ t forsaken us, but 
has a plan for our good. 

 
Must lea rn not to look to peop le too muc h, as they a re the sourc e of most 
of our disappointments.  

b) How can we experience the reality of God’s love? 

 

By opening our hea rts to the ministry of the Holy Sp irit and a llowing Him to 
fill us with God’s love. 

 

We must have the desire to cry out to God for more of His love. 


