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Understanding Honour 

Scripture 1 Peter 2:17 (TNIV) 

17 Show proper respect to everyone, love your fellow believers, fear God,  
honor the emperor. 

 

A. The Principle 
1. Definition 

• To esteem or regard highly 

• To treat with respect and reverence 

• Refer to that which value or priced highly 

 

2. An important key to God’s blessing and favour 

 

 

B. The Practice 
 

1. Honour God 

 

a) With proper attitudes and actions in church 

• Ecc 5:1-2 (Amplified) 

1 KEEP YOUR foot [give your mind to what you are doing] when you go [as Jacob 
to sacred Bethel] to the house of God. For to draw near to hear and obey is better 
than to give the sacrifice of fools [carelessly, irreverently] too ignorant to know that 
they are doing evil. 

2 Be not rash with your mouth, and let not your heart be hasty to utter a word 
before God. For God is in heaven, and you are on earth; therefore let your words 
be few. 

 

 

• Isa 29:13 (NCV) 
13 The Lord says: "These people worship me with their mouths, and honor me with 

their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship is based on nothing but 

human rules. 
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b) With our giving 

• Mal 1:6-8, 12-14 (NLT) 

Mal 1:6-8 (NLT) 

6 The LORD of Heaven’s Armies says to the priests: “A son honors his father, and 
a servant respects his master. If I am your father and master, where are the honor 
and respect I deserve? You have shown contempt for my name!  

“But you ask, ‘How have we ever shown contempt for your name?’  

7 “You have shown contempt by offering defiled sacrifices on my altar.  

“Then you ask, ‘How have we defiled the sacrifices?’  

“You defile them by saying the altar of the LORD deserves no respect. 8 When you 
give blind animals as sacrifices, isn’t that wrong? And isn’t it wrong to offer 
animals that are crippled and diseased? Try giving gifts like that to your governor, 
and see how pleased he is!” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 

 

Mal 1: 12-14 (NLT) 

12 “But you dishonor my name with your actions. By bringing contemptible food, 
you are saying it’s all right to defile the Lord’s table. 13 You say, ‘It’s too hard to 
serve the LORD,’ and you turn up your noses at my commands,” says the LORD of 
Heaven’s Armies. “Think of it! Animals that are stolen and crippled and sick are 
being presented as offerings! Should I accept from you such offerings as these?” 
asks the LORD.  

 14 “Cursed is the cheat who promises to give a fine ram from his flock but then 
sacrifices a defective one to the Lord. For I am a great king,” says the LORD of 
Heaven’s Armies, “and my name is feared among the nations! 

 

 

c) With our response to His Word 

• Isa 66:1-2 (TNIV) 

1 This is what the LORD says:  
       "Heaven is my throne,  
       and the earth is my footstool.  
       Where is the house you will build for me?  
       Where will my resting place be?  
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    2 Has not my hand made all these things,  
       and so they came into being?"  
       declares the LORD.  
       "These are the ones I look on with favor:  
       those who are humble and contrite in spirit,  
       and who tremble at my word. 

 

2. Honour People 

a) God’s servants 

• Matt 10:40-41 (NLT) 
40 “Anyone who receives you receives me, and anyone who receives me receives 

the Father who sent me. 41 If you receive a prophet as one who speaks for God,[a] 

you will be given the same reward as a prophet. And if you receive righteous 

people because of their righteousness, you will be given a reward like theirs. 

 

• Mk 6:1-6 (NLT) 

Jesus left that part of the country and returned with his disciples to Nazareth, his 
hometown. 2 The next Sabbath he began teaching in the synagogue, and many who 
heard him were amazed. They asked, “Where did he get all this wisdom and the 
power to perform such miracles?” 3 Then they scoffed, “He’s just a carpenter, the 
son of Mary[a] and the brother of James, Joseph,[b] Judas, and Simon. And his 
sisters live right here among us.” They were deeply offended and refused to believe 
in him.  

 4 Then Jesus told them, “A prophet is honored everywhere except in his own 
hometown and among his relatives and his own family.” 5 And because of their 
unbelief, he couldn’t do any miracles among them except to place his hands on a 
few sick people and heal them. 6 And he was amazed at their unbelief.  

Then Jesus went from village to village, teaching the people. 

 

 

b) Insignificant people 

• 1 Cor 12:22-26 (NCV) 
22 No! Those parts of the body that seem to be the weaker are really necessary.23 

And the parts of the body we think are less deserving are the parts to which we 

give the most honor. We give special respect to the parts we want to hide.24 The 

more respectable parts of our body need no special care. But God put the body 

together and gave more honor to the parts that need it25 so our body would not be 
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divided. God wanted the different parts to care the same for each other.26 If one 

part of the body suffers, all the other parts suffer with it. Or if one part of our 

body is honored, all the other parts share its honor. 

 

 

c) Parents 

• Eph 6:1-3 (TNIV) 
1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 "Honor your father 

and mother"—which is the first commandment with a promise— 3 "so that it may 

go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth." 

 

 

d) Earthly bosses 

• Eph 6:5-8 (NLT) 
5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with deep respect and fear. Serve them sincerely 

as you would serve Christ. 6 Try to please them all the time, not just when they are 

watching you. As slaves of Christ, do the will of God with all your heart. 7 Work 

with enthusiasm, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for people. 
8 Remember that the Lord will reward each one of us for the good we do, whether 

we are slaves or free. 

 

 

e) Our spouses 

• 1 Pet 3:1-4 (TNIV) 
1 Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of 

them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the 

behavior of their wives, 2 when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. 3 

Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as elaborate 

hairstyles and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. 4 Rather, it should be 

that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of 

great worth in God's sight. 

 

• 1 Pet 3:7 (NLT)  
7 In the same way, you husbands must give honor to your wives. Treat your wife 

with understanding as you live together. She may be weaker than you are, but she is 

your equal partner in God’s gift of new life. Treat her as you should so your 

prayers will not be hindered. 


