Revive Us Again!

Part 9 - Revival & God’s Word
Scripture - Psa 119:25 (NLT)

25| lie in the dust; revive me by your word.
A. Returning To God’s Word

1. Cenftral to genuine, lasting revival is a return to God's Word

2. a) “The most decadent periods in church history have always
been those periods when the priority of preaching God’s Word
has declined” — Martyn Lloyd-Jones

b) “Revival is the Spirit of God working through the Word in the
lives of God’s people — J. Edwin Orr

3. a) Book of Nehemiah — Rebuilding of gates and walls of
Jerusalem

b) Neh 8 - Areturn to God’s Word

B. Responding To God’s Word - Neh 8

1. They respected God’'s Word — Neh 8:1-3 (NLT)

1 all the people assembled with a unified purpose at the square
just inside the Water Gate. They asked Ezra the scribe to bring out
the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had given for Israel
fo obey.

2 So on October 8 Ezra the priest brought the Book of the Law
before the assembly, which included the men and women and all
the children old enough to understand. 38 He faced the square just
inside the Water Gate from early morning until noon and read
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aloud to everyone who could understand. All the people listened
closely to the Book of the Law.

a) Appetite for God’'s word — v1
1 all the people assembled with a unified purpose at the
square just inside the Water Gate. They asked Ezra the scribe
fo bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD

had given for Israel to obey.

b) Attentive to God’s Word — v3
3 He faced the square just inside the Water Gate from early
morning until noon and read aloud to everyone who could
understand. All the people listened closely to the Book of the

Law.

e Prvb 4:20-21 (NLT)
20 My child, pay attention to what | say. Listen carefully to my
words. 21 Don'’t lose sight of them. Let them penetrate deep

into your heart,

e Luke 8:18 (NLT)
18 “So pay attention to how you hear. To those who listen to
my teaching, more understanding will be given. But for those
who are not listening, even what they think they understand
will be taken away from them.”

c) Actions in response — vé
6 Then Ezra praised the LORD, the great God, and all the
people chanted, “Amen! Amen!” as they lifted their hands.
Then they bowed down and worshiped the LORD with their
faces to the ground.

2. They received understanding of God’s Word — Neh 8:7-8 (TNIV)
7 The Levites—Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub,
Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad,
Hanan and Pelaiah—instructed the people in the Law while the
people were standing there. 8 They read from the Book of the




Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the
people understood what was being read.

a) Matt 13:19 (TNIV) — The consequences of not understanding
19 When people hear the message about the kingdom and
do not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away
what was sown in their hearts. This is the seed sown along the
path.

b) 2 ways to understand:
e Explore — Acts 17:11 (TNIV)
1" Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than
those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with
great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to
see if what Paul said was true.

e Explain — Acts 8:30-31 (TNIV)

30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man
reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand what you
are reading?" Philip asked.

31"How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to mee"
So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.

3. They resolved to obey God's Word
a)Conviction precedes celebration — Neh 8:9-12 (TNIV)

? Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and feacher of the
Law, and the Levites who were instructing the people said to them
all, "This day is holy to the LORD your God. Do not mourn or weep."
For all the people had been weeping as they listened to the words
of the Law.

10 Nehemiah said, "Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks,
and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is
holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your
strength."



11 The Levites calmed all the people, saying, "Be still, for this is a
holy day. Do not grieve."

12 Then all the people went away to eat and drink, fo send
portions of food and to celebrate with great joy, because they
now understood the words that had been made known to them.

e James 1:22-25 (NLT)

22 Byt don't just listen to God'’s word. You must do what it
says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. 2 For if you
listen to the word and don'’t obey, it is like glancing at your
face in a mirror. 24 You see yourself, walk away, and forget
what you look like. 25 But if you look carefully into the
perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says
and don'’t forget what you heard, then God will bless you
for doing it.

b)Celebrated the feast of Tabernacles — Neh 8:13-18 (NLT)

13.0On October 9 the family leaders of all the people, together with
the priests and Levites, met with Ezra the scribe to go over the Law
in greater detail. 14 As they studied the Law, they discovered that
the LORD had commanded through Moses that the Israelites
should live in shelters during the festival to be held that month. 15
He had said that a proclamation should be made throughout their
fowns and in Jerusalem, telling the people to go to the hills to get
branches from olive, wild olive, myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees.
They were to use these branches to make shelters in which they
would live during the festival, as prescribed in the Law.

16 So the people went out and cut branches and used them to
build shelters on the roofs of their houses, in their courtyards, in the
courtyards of God’s Temple, orin the squares just inside the Water
Gate and the Ephraim Gate. 17 So everyone who had returned
from captivity lived in these shelters during the festival, and they
were dall filled with great joy! The Israelites had not celebrated like
this since the days of Joshua son of Nun.

18 Ezra read from the Book of the Law of God on each of the
seven days of the festival. Then on the eighth day they held a
solemn assembly, as was required by law.

e Look back



e Look around
e lLook ahead



